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Participant Biographies 

 

This section of the program contains short biographies of the 2011 Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lecturer, the 

other featured speakers at this year’s conference (in alphabetical order), followed by the panel moderators 

and introductory speakers (in alphabetical order). 

 

The Ruth Bader Ginsburg Lecturer 

 

Stacy L. Leeds (Cherokee Nation) is Interim Associate Dean, Professor of Law, and Director of the 

Tribal Law and Government Center at the University of Kansas School of Law, where she teaches and 

writes in areas including Property, Federal Indian Law, Tribal Law and Legal History, Remedies, Oil and 

Gas Law, Public Lands, Native Natural Resources, Conflicts of Law, and Economic Development. She 

joined the KU Law faculty in 2003 after serving as Assistant Professor of Law and Director of the 

Northern Plains Indian Law Center at the University of North Dakota School of Law. Her teaching career 

began at the University of Wisconsin Law School, where she served as a William H. Hastie Fellow. She 

received her J.D. from the University of Tulsa College of Law and her LL.M. from the University of 

Wisconsin Law School. 

 

In 2008, Leeds was awarded the prestigious Alphonse Fletcher, Sr. Fellowship to support her work on 

tribal sovereignty and citizenship issues. As a Fletcher Fellow, Leeds was named a nonresident fellow of 

the W.E.B. DuBois Institute at Harvard University during the 2008-09 academic year. In 2006, Leeds 

received the AALS Clyde Ferguson Award for Excellence in Teaching, Service, and Scholarship, a 

national award honoring outstanding law professors. She has also received KU Law’s Immel Award for 

Teaching Excellence and has been recognized as Alum of the Year by the National Native American Law 

Students Association. 

 

In addition to her achievements as academic leader and scholar, Leeds is a nationally recognized leader 

among the judges serving America’s Indian Nations. She serves as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for 

the Kickapoo Tribe of Oklahoma, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court for the Kaw Nation, and Chief 

Judge of the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation District Court. She previously served as a Justice of the 

Cherokee Nation Supreme Court, the only woman and youngest person ever to serve on that Court, where 

she authored a famous ruling upholding the Cherokee citizenship rights of African American descendants 

of the “Freedmen Cherokee,” a ruling later challenged by referendum seeking to amend the Cherokee 

Constitution, creating a controversy still under litigation in both federal and tribal courts. She has also 

served as Judge on the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Court of Appeals and the Muscogee (Creek) 

Nation District Court, as Chair of the ABA Judicial Division Tribal Courts Council, on the Board of 

Directors of the National American Indian Court Judges Association, and on the Tribal Advisory Board 

for the National Judicial College. 

 

Leeds, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation, is a highly regarded speaker and routinely presents at national 

conferences on a variety of legal issues affecting American Indian people, tribal governments, property 

law, and natural resources. She maintains two websites: www.stacyleeds.com (personal blog) and 

www.tsalagithinktank.com (a community blog of Cherokee scholars). Among her many publications are 

two books in progress: AMERICAN INDIAN PROPERTY (under contract with Carolina Academic Press) and 

SOVEREIGNTY AND CONSEQUENCES: CHEROKEE LEGAL HISTORY AND FREEDMEN CITIZENSHIP (funded 

by the Alphonse Fletcher, Sr. Fellowship). She is also a contributing author in WOMEN AND THE LAW 

STORIES (Schneider & Wildman eds. 2011), TREATIES WITH AMERICAN INDIANS: AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

RIGHTS, CONFLICTS, AND SOVEREIGNTY (Fixico ed. 2007), and FELIX S. COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF 

FEDERAL INDIAN LAW (Newton et al. eds., 3d ed. 2005); and author of articles including Defeat or Mixed 

Blessing: Tribal Sovereignty and the State of Sequoyah, 43 TULSA LAW REVIEW 101 (2007), Moving 
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Toward Exclusive Tribal Autonomy Over Lands and Natural Resources, 45 NATURAL RESOURCES 

JOURNAL (2006), By Eminent Domain or Some Other Name: A Tribal Perspective on Taking Land, 41 

TULSA LAW REVIEW 51 (2005), and Borrowing From Blackacre: Expanding Tribal Land Base and 

Economies Through the Creation of Future Interests, 80 NORTH DAKOTA LAW REVIEW 827 (2004). 

 

Featured Speakers 

 

Dorothy Alther (Oglala Sioux) is Senior Staff Attorney at the California Indian Legal Services (CILS) 

Escondido Office. She has been an attorney with CILS for almost 20 years and has practiced Indian law 

for 25 years. She was in the Bishop CILS Office until relocating to Escondido in 2003. Her current work 

focuses on environmental law, housing law, Tribal ordinance development, and land acquisition. She 

serves as legal counsel for several Tribes and Tribal entities and has worked on Tribal court and law 

enforcement development and a variety of other tribal matters. She has been a trainer on Public Law 280, 

the Indian Child Welfare Act, housing law, civil and criminal jurisdiction in Indian Country, Tribal law 

enforcement, and the Tribal Law and Order Act of 2010. Before joining CILS, she served as Managing 

Attorney at DNA People’s Legal Services in Crownpoint, New Mexico (near the Navajo Nation), and as 

Tribal Attorney for the Suquamish Tribe in Washington State. She is the recipient of the national 2010 

Pierce Hickerson Award, which is granted to distinguished Indian legal services attorneys. She received 

her J.D. from Northeastern University School of Law. 

 

Lawrence R. Baca (Pawnee), now a resident of San Diego, is the immediate past President of the 

Federal Bar Association (2009-10). Beginning in 1976, he served 32 years in the United States 

Department of Justice, including as Senior Trial Attorney in the Civil Rights Division and, from 2004 to 

2008, as Deputy Director of the Office of Tribal Justice. Before becoming President of the Federal Bar 

Association, he served for 20 years as Chair of its Indian Law Section, becoming a moving force behind 

its annual Indian Law Conference, the largest event of its kind in the nation, and a mentor and inspiration 

to countless aspiring attorneys in Indian Country. Baca has also served, among numerous other positions, 

as President of the National Native American Bar Association and as Adjunct Professor at several leading 

law schools. He received his J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

 

Kristen A. Carpenter is Associate Professor of Law at the University of Colorado Law School and 

Chair of the Federal Bar Association Indian Law Conference for 2010 and 2011. She served previously as 

an Associate at Hill & Barlow, as Clerk to the Hon John C. Porfilio on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 

10th Circuit, and as a Board Member of the Colorado Indian Bar Association. Her earlier academic 

appointments were at the University of Denver and Suffolk University Law Schools. In 2010, she 

received the Outstanding New Faculty Award at the University of Colorado Law School. Her current 

projects include books-in-progress on American Indian Civil Rights, Cultural Property, and the Cherokee 

Treaties. She received her J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

 

Barbara Creel (Jemez Pueblo) is Associate Professor of Law at the University of New Mexico School 

of Law. She served previously as a Public Defender in Oregon and New Mexico. She received her J.D. 

from the University of New Mexico School of Law. 

 

Sarah Deer (Muscogee [Creek] Nation of Oklahoma) is Assistant Professor of Law at William Mitchell 

College of Law in St. Paul, Minnesota. She also serves as a UCLA Extension Online Instructor in Tribal 

Legal Studies. She is co-author of INTRODUCTION TO TRIBAL LEGAL STUDIES (2004) and TRIBAL 

CRIMINAL LAW AND PROCEDURE (2004), and co-editor of SHARING OUR STORIES OF SURVIVAL: NATIVE 

WOMEN SURVIVING VIOLENCE (2007). She served previously as a Lecturer at UCLA School of Law, and 

worked for the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Violence Against Women, from 1999 to 2002, 

where she received the Assistant Attorney General Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Office of 
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Justice Programs. She worked with Amnesty International USA on its “Maze of Injustice” report on 

gender-related violence in Indian Country during 2005-06. She has also served as an Advisory Board 

Member of the American Bar Association Commission on Domestic Violence and of the National 

Alliance to End Sexual Violence, and as a Rape Crisis Advocate for Rape-Survivor Service, Inc., in 

Douglas County, Kansas. She received the 2010 Sheila Wellstone Award, and was recognized by 

Diverse: Issues in Higher Education, as one of 12 Emerging Scholars, Class of 2011. She received her 

J.D. from the University of Kansas School of Law. 

 

Meredith D. Drent (Osage Nation of Oklahoma; also descended from the Native Chamorro people of 

Guam) is Managing Attorney, Government Affairs, for the San Manuel Band of Serrano Mission Indians 

in Highland, California. She also serves as Justice of the Supreme Court of the Osage Nation and as 

President of the California Indian Law Association. She practiced law previously with several California-

based firms specializing in Indian law. Her practice now focuses on all issues related to tribal governance, 

including child welfare, education, health, housing, tribal court development, public safety, personnel 

matters, policies and procedures, legislation, and intergovernmental relations. She received her J.D. from 

Arizona State University College of Law. 

 

Angelique EagleWoman (Wambdi A. WasteWin) (Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota Oyate of the Lake 

Traverse Reservation) is Associate Professor of Law and James E. Rogers Fellow in American Indian 

Law at the University of Idaho College of Law. She also serves as Judge Pro Tempore of the Coeur 

d’Alene Tribal Court. She served previously as General Counsel for the Sisseton-Wahpeton Dakota Oyate 

of the Lake Traverse Reservation, as a Public Defender for the Kaw and Ponca Nations in Oklahoma, and 

as an Associate with Sonosky, Chambers, Sachse & Endreson, LLP. She has also served as a Board 

Member of the National Native American Bar Association. She received her J.D. from the University of 

North Dakota School of Law and her LL.M. from the University of Tulsa College of Law. 

 

Carole E. Goldberg is Jonathan D. Varat Professor of Law, and Faculty Chair of the Native Nations 

Law and Policy Center, at UCLA School of Law. She is also Director of the UCLA Joint Degree Program 

in Law and American Indian Studies, and serves as Justice of the Hualapai Court of Appeals. She was 

recently appointed by President Obama to the Indian Law and Order Commission. She is the author of 

several leading books on Indian Law, including co-editing and co-authoring COHEN’S HANDBOOK OF 

FEDERAL INDIAN LAW (1982 and 2005 editions). She is co-investigator and co-author, with UCLA 

Sociology Professor Duane W. Champagne, of a report funded by the National Institute of Justice on 

criminal justice in Indian Country. She served previously as Oneida Indian Nation Visiting Professor at 

Harvard Law School and as Vice-President and Founding Board Member of the California Indian Law 

Association. She received her J.D. from Stanford Law School. 

 

Diane J. Humetewa (Hopi) is Of Counsel with Squire, Sanders & Dempsey (US), LLP, in Phoenix. 

She was the first American Indian woman ever to serve as United States Attorney, appointed to that 

position for the District of Arizona by President George W. Bush, serving from 2007 to 2009. Prior to 

that, she served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney. She has also served as Chief Counsel to the U.S. Senate 

Committee on Indian Affairs, then chaired by Senator John McCain, as Counsel to the Deputy Attorney 

General, U.S. Department of Justice, and on the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee to the U.S. Sentencing 

Commission on Native American Issues. She was also an Appellate Court Judge for the Hopi Tribal 

Appellate Court. She is a Board Member of the Udall Foundation and the Nature Conservancy. She 

received her J.D. from Arizona State University College of Law. 

 

Debora G. Juarez (Blackfeet) is Partner and Chair of the Tribal Practice Group in the Seattle office of 

Williams Kastner, where she specializes in corporate law, finance, economic development, gaming, and 

inter-governmental relations. She served previously as Executive Director of the Washington State 
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Governor’s Office of Indian Affairs, as Judge of the King County (Washington) Superior Court, and as a 

Public Defender in King County. She has also served as a Staff Attorney with the Evergreen Legal 

Services Native American Project. As a leader of the Tribal Economic Vitality Initiative, she helped 

produce a major study of tribal-state economic development. She received her J.D. from the University of 

Puget Sound School of Law (now Seattle University School of Law). 

 

Elizabeth Ann Kronk (Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Michigan) is Assistant Professor 

of Law at the University of Montana School of Law and Chief Judge of the Appellate Court, Sault Ste. 

Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians. She is also Chair of the Federal Bar Association Indian Law Section 

and an Environmental Justice Young Fellow (U.S.-China), sponsored by the Woodrow Wilson 

International Center for Scholars and U.S.-China Partnership for Environmental Law at Vermont Law 

School. She served previously as an Associate with Latham & Watkins, LLP, and with Troutman 

Sanders, LLP. She has also served as President of the Native American Bar Association of the District of 

Columbia and as Visiting Professor of Environmental Law at Xiamen University, China. She received her 

J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School. 

 

Linda Rose Locklear (Lumbee) is Professor of Sociology and American Indian Studies at Palomar 

College, in San Marcos (San Diego County), California, where she specializes in race, class, ethnic, and 

gender issues pertaining to American Indian women. She has studied tribal law and courts at UCLA’s 

Native Nations Law and Policy Center and has taught courses herself in that area. She received her M.S. 

in Counseling Psychology from San Diego State University and her M.A. in Sociology from the 

University of California, San Diego. 

 

Devon Lee Lomayesva (Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel) is Statewide Executive Director of California 

Indian Legal Services, based in the Escondido (San Diego County) Office. She serves on the Steering 

Committee of the National Association of Indian Legal Services. She is also Co-Founder and Board Chair 

of American Indian Recruitment (AIR) Programs, helping Native American students achieve their higher 

education goals. She served previously as Tribal Councilmember, and as In-House Legal Counsel, for the 

Iipay Nation of Santa Ysabel, located near Julian (San Diego County), California, and as Directing 

Attorney of the California Indian Legal Services Escondido Office. She received her J.D. from California 

Western School of Law. 

 

Aliza Organick (Diné [Navajo Nation]) is Professor of Law at the Washburn University School of Law, 

where she created Washburn’s Tribal and State Court Practice Clinic. She is also Chair of the Association 

of American Law Schools Section on Indian Nations and Indigenous Peoples. She was a Co-Founder of 

the Indian Law Clinics and Externship Symposium and of the Miners’ Legal Resource Center (providing 

legal advocacy and health care for coal and uranium miners in the Four Corners region of Arizona, New 

Mexico, Utah, and Colorado). She served previously as a Public Defender in New Mexico. She received 

her J.D. from the University of New Mexico School of Law. 

 

Angela R. Riley (Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma) is Professor of Law at UCLA School of 

Law and Director of the UCLA American Indian Studies Center. She is also Chief Justice of the Supreme 

Court of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation of Oklahoma, appointed in 2003 as its first woman and youngest 

Justice. She also serves as an Evidentiary Hearing Officer for the Morongo Band of Mission Indians. She 

served previously as Clerk to the Hon. Terence C. Kern, Chief Judge, U.S. District Court for the Northern 

District of Oklahoma, and as an Associate with Quinn Emanuel (Los Angeles). She previously taught at 

Southwestern Law School, where students voted her Professor of the Year in 2007, and where she was 

named Rosenberg Professor of Law for 2007-08. She received her J.D. from Harvard Law School. 
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Wenona T. Singel (Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians of Michigan) is Assistant Professor of 

Law and Associate Director of the Indigenous Law and Policy Center at Michigan State University 

College of Law. She is also Chief Appellate Judge of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 

Indians and Associate Justice of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians. She served previously 

on the Economic Development Commission of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians and as an 

Associate with Kanji & Katzen, PLLC, and Dickinson Wright, PLLC. She taught previously at the 

University of North Dakota School of Law. She received her J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

 

Kate Spilde is Associate Professor in the San Diego State University School of Hospitality and Tourism 

and Chair of SDSU’s Sycuan Institute on Tribal Gaming. She was previously a policy analyst and writer 

for the National Gambling Impact Study Commission, and helped to produce its leading modern report on 

Indian gaming in 1999. She also served previously as Director of Research at the National Indian Gaming 

Association, as Senior Research Associate at the Harvard Project on American Indian Economic 

Development, and as Executive Director of the Center for California Native Nations at the University of 

California, Riverside. A non-Indian, she was born and raised on the White Earth Chippewa reservation in 

northern Minnesota. She received her Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of California, Santa 

Cruz, and her M.B.A. from the University of California, Riverside. 

 

Rina Swentzell (Santa Clara Pueblo) is the author of Testimony of a Santa Clara Woman, 14 KANSAS 

JOURNAL OF LAW & PUBLIC POLICY 97 (2004). She has worked as an architectural and cultural 

consultant with educational and cultural institutions across the country. 

 

Jill Elizabeth Tompkins (Penobscot Indian Nation of Maine) is Clinical Professor of Law and 

Director of the American Indian Law Clinic at the University of Colorado Law School. She is also an 

Appellate Justice for the Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation, the Passamaquoddy Tribe, and the Pokagon 

Band of Potawatomi Indians, and Judge Pro Tempore of the Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux (Dakota) 

Community Court. She served previously as Chief Judge of the Mashantucket Pequot and 

Passamaquoddy Tribal Courts. She was the Founding Executive Director of the National Tribal Justice 

Resource Center, and has also served as President of the National American Indian Court Judges 

Association, as Organizer and Faculty Member of the National Tribal Judicial Conference, and as Faculty 

Member of the National Judicial College. She received her J.D. from the University of Maine School of 

Law. 

 

Rebecca Tsosie (Yaqui) is Professor of Law, Willard H. Pedrick Distinguished Research Scholar, and 

Executive Director of the Indian Legal Program at Arizona State University College of Law. Starting in 

the Summer of 2011, she will become Professor of Law at the University of New Mexico School of Law. 

She also serves as a Justice of the Fort McDowell Yavapai Nation Supreme Court. She received her J.D. 

from UCLA School of Law. 

 

Gloria Valencia-Weber (Mexican Indian) is Professor of Law at the University of New Mexico 

School of Law. She was recently appointed by President Obama to the Board of Directors of the Legal 

Services Corporation. She also serves as a Judge of the Southwest Intertribal Court of Appeals. She 

served previously as Director of the Indian Law Certificate Program at the University of New Mexico 

School of Law and was the Founding Director of the nation’s first Indian Law Certificate Program at the 

University of Tulsa College of Law. She received her J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

 

Christine Williams (Yurok Tribe) practices law as a sole practitioner in the San Francisco Bay Area, 

and is Of Counsel to the LaPena Law Corporation in Sacramento. She also serves as Chief Judge of the 

Hopland Band of Pomo Indians Tribal Court, as a Judge on the Appellate Panel of the Northern 

California Tribal Court Coalition, and as Visiting Professor of American Indian Studies at Mills College. 
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She is a Consultant to the California Court-Appointed Special Advocates Association, and has served 

previously as Lead Attorney for the Indian Child Welfare Act Initiative, on the Judicial Council of 

California Administrative Office of the Courts (Center for Families, Children, and the Courts), and as 

President of the California Indian Law Association. She received her J.D. from Arizona State University 

College of Law. 

 

Joanne Willis Newton (Cree Nation of Chisasibi in Québec, Canada) practices law as a sole 

practitioner through the Law Offices of Joanne Willis Newton, APC, in San Diego. She also serves as a 

Judge Pro Tempore of the Intertribal Court of Southern California. She served previously as the first 

Chief Judge of the San Manuel Tribal Court. She has also served as Directing Attorney of the California 

Indian Legal Services Escondido Office and as President of the California Indian Law Association. She 

received her LL.B. from the University of Ottawa School of Law and her LL.M. from the University of 

San Diego School of Law. 

 

Panel Moderators and Introductory Speakers 

 

Marjorie Cohn is Professor of Law at Thomas Jefferson School of Law and the immediate past 

President of the National Lawyers Guild (2006-09). She lectures throughout the world on international 

human rights and U.S. foreign policy and provides legal and political commentary for local, national, and 

international media. She is the author of COWBOY REPUBLIC: SIX WAYS THE BUSH GANG HAS DEFIED 

THE LAW (2007) and co-author of CAMERAS IN THE COURTROOM: TELEVISION AND THE PURSUIT OF 

JUSTICE (1998). Her latest books are RULES OF DISENGAGEMENT: THE POLITICS AND HONOR OF 

MILITARY DISSENT (2009) (with Kathleen Gilberd), and the recent anthology, THE UNITED STATES AND 

TORTURE: INTERROGATION, INCARCERATION, AND ABUSE (New York University Press, 2011). She has 

published numerous articles in leading law reviews, is a contributing editor of Jurist, MWC News, and 

National Lawyers Guild Review, and publishes frequent columns for major news and opinion websites 

(see www.marjoriecohn.com). She is deputy secretary general of the International Association of 

Democratic Lawyers and the U.S. representative to the executive council of the American Association of 

Jurists. She serves on the Board of Governors of the Society of American Law Teachers, the Advisory 

Committee of the Joan B. Kroc Institute for Peace and Justice at the University of San Diego, the 

Advisory Board of the U.S. Human Rights Network, the Board of Directors of Lawyers Rights Watch 

Canada, and the Board of Directors of the Vietnam Agent Orange Relief and Responsibility Campaign. A 

long-time criminal defense attorney, she received the San Diego County Bar Association’s 2005 Service 

to Legal Education Award, was recognized as one of San Diego’s Top Attorneys in Academics for 2006, 

2008, and 2009, and received the 2007 Witkin Award for Excellence in the Teaching of the Law from the 

San Diego Law Library Justice Foundation. She also received the 2008 Peace Scholar of the Year Award 

from the Peace and Justice Studies Association, the 2009 Amnesty International-San Diego Digna Ochoa 

Human Rights Defender Award, and the 2010 Alumni Achievement Award from Santa Clara University 

School of Law. She testified in 2008 about government torture policy before the U.S. House of 

Representatives Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights, and Civil 

Liberties, and she has testified at military courts-martial about the illegality of wars, the duty to obey 

lawful orders, and the duty to disobey unlawful orders. She received her J.D. from Santa Clara University 

School of Law. 

 

Catherine A. Deane is Reference Librarian at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. A native of Trinidad 

and Tobago, she is of multi-ethnic background including Carib Indian. She served previously as Research 

and Teaching Assistant to the Foreign, Comparative, and International Law Librarian at the University of 

California Hastings College of the Law in San Francisco. She has also worked as a Legal Document 

Reviewer for Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP (Los Angeles), as a Teaching Assistant for the Warren 

Writing Center and the Department of Anthropology at the University of California, San Diego, as a 

http://www.marjoriecohn.com/
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Legal Research Assistant at the University of Tulsa College of Law, and as an Anthropology Research 

Assistant at the University of Tulsa Department of Anthropology. Her undergraduate and graduate studies 

have included work on domestic violence, tribal sacred spaces, and the Indian Child Welfare Act. She 

received her J.D. from the University of Tulsa College of Law, her M.A. in Anthropology from the 

University of Tulsa, and her M.L.I.S. from San Jose State University. 

 

Michele Fahley is Deputy General Counsel for the Pechanga Band of Luiseño Indians near Temecula 

(Riverside County), California, where she provides general representation to the tribal government in all 

matters. She served previously as a Staff Attorney in the California Indian Legal Services Escondido 

Office, where her work focused on tribal representation in Indian Child Welfare Act cases, estate 

planning and training under the American Indian Probate Reform Act, cultural resource protection, tribal 

court development, and gaming and economic development. She also serves on the Board of Directors of 

the California Indian Law Association. She received her J.D. from UCLA School of Law, jointly with her 

M.A. in American Indian Studies from UCLA. 

 

Julie A. Greenberg is Professor of Law at Thomas Jefferson School of Law and Co-Founder, along 

with Professors Susan Bisom-Rapp and Susan Tiefenbrun, of the school’s Women and the Law Project. 

She has been heavily involved in organizing numerous previous Women and the Law Conferences and is 

an internationally recognized expert on legal issues relating to gender, sex, sexual identity, and sexual 

orientation. Her path-breaking work on gender identity has been cited by a number of state and federal 

courts, as well as courts in other countries. Her work has been quoted in hundreds of books and articles 

and she has been invited to speak at dozens of national and international conferences on the subject. She 

joined the Thomas Jefferson faculty in 1990 and was the Associate Dean for Faculty Development from 

2003 to 2005. She serves as a board member for several nonprofit organizations and has been involved in 

a variety of community service projects relating to the rights of women and sexual minorities. Her work 

on behalf of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and intersexual rights was recognized by San Diego’s 

Tom Homann LGBT Law Association in 2006 when it presented her with its Friend of the Community 

Award. She also was voted by her peers as one of San Diego’s Top Attorneys in Academics for 2006, 

2008, and 2009. She teaches Business Associations, Comparative Family Law, Sexuality, Gender and the 

Law, and Women and the Law. She received her J.D. from the University of Michigan Law School. 

 

Rudolph C. Hasl is Dean, President, and Professor of Law at Thomas Jefferson School of Law. He has 

earned the distinction of being the longest-serving current law school dean in the nation, having amassed 

a total of 30 consecutive years as dean at four ABA-accredited law schools: St. Louis University, St. 

John’s University, Seattle University, and, since 2005, Thomas Jefferson. Over the decades, he has built a 

remarkable track record in fundraising, capital improvement planning and oversight, and institutional 

reputation building. Thomas Jefferson was able to fund and build its new downtown campus, opened in 

January 2011, largely thanks to his leadership. He has increased the diversity of the faculty and staff, as 

well as the student population, so that Thomas Jefferson is consistently ranked as one of the most diverse 

law schools in the nation. On his watch the school has added several successful academic programs, 

including three new LL.M. programs with an international focus, in addition to summer study programs at 

Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China, and the University of Nice, France. Dean Hasl also has extensive 

leadership experience within the American Bar Association, the Association of American Law Schools, 

and the Law School Admissions Council, having recently completed, for example, a term on the LSAC 

Board of Trustees. He has served as Chair of the ABA Council of the Section of Legal Education and 

Admissions to the Bar and its Accreditation and Standards Review Committees. He also recently served 

as ABA representative on the board of the Council on Legal Education Opportunity. He received his J.D. 

from St. Louis University School of Law and his LL.M. from New York University School of Law. He 

has also received an Honorary Doctor of Laws from Far Eastern National University in Vladivostok, 

Russia. 
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Luz E. Herrera is Assistant Professor of Law at Thomas Jefferson School of Law, where she teaches 

Wills and Trusts, Professional Responsibility, and seminars on community development, legal services 

delivery and professional responsibility. She is currently developing a community-based law clinic at 

Thomas Jefferson, focusing on providing transactional legal services to low- and moderate-income 

clients. She serves on the American Bar Association Standing Committee on Delivery of Legal Services 

and is a fellow of the Bellow Sacks Access to Civil Legal Services Program at Harvard Law School. She 

is a Co-Founder of Community Lawyers, Inc., a nonprofit organization dedicated to increasing legal 

service delivery in underserved communities. Her previous law practice experience includes running a 

solo law office in Compton, California, working on corporate real estate transactions for a large law firm, 

organizing for the Southwest Voter Registration Education Project, and clerking at the U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Development, the Mexican-American Legal Defense and Educational Fund, and 

the Los Angeles City Attorney’s Office. She received her J.D. from Harvard Law School. 

 

Kaimipono David Wenger is Assistant Professor of Law at Thomas Jefferson School of Law and was 

the Lead Faculty Organizer of WLC 2010, which focused on “Women of Color and Intersectionality” and 

was held in conjunction with UCLA School of Law’s Fourth Annual Critical Race Studies Symposium. 

Prior to joining Thomas Jefferson in 2005, he clerked for Judge Jack B. Weinstein of the Eastern District 

of New York (he was the “tobacco clerk” that year), and then practiced law with Cravath, Swaine & 

Moore, LLP, in New York City. He is of multi-ethnic ancestry, including Native Hawaiian, and his 

research interests include civil rights, critical race theory, reparations and apology for slavery and Jim 

Crow, theories of justice in mass restitution, and Native Hawaiian rights. His scholarship has appeared or 

is forthcoming in the Wisconsin Law Review, American University Law Review, University of San 

Francisco Law Review, Loyola L.A. Law Review, Connecticut Law Review CONNtemplations, and the 

Journal of Civil Rights and Economic Development. He also writes online for the legal blog Concurring 

Opinions. He has presented his work at a variety of events, including as an invited panelist at the Annual 

Legislative Conference of the Congressional Black Caucus in both 2008 and 2010. He also organized a 

2006 Conference at Thomas Jefferson on Taking Reparations Seriously. He teaches Business 

Associations, Wills and Trusts, and Critical Race Theory. He received his J.D. from Columbia Law 

School. 

  

Bryan H. Wildenthal is Professor of Law at Thomas Jefferson School of Law, a Board Member of the 

California Indian Law Association, and the Lead Faculty Organizer of WLC 2011. He previously clerked 

for Judge Frank M. Johnson, Jr., U.S. Court of Appeals, 11th Circuit, and Chief Justice Michael F. 

Cavanagh, Michigan Supreme Court; was an Associate with Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering (now 

WilmerHale) in Washington, D.C.; and taught at Chicago-Kent College of Law. Since joining Thomas 

Jefferson in 1996, becoming its first openly gay faculty member, he has regularly taught the course on 

American Indian Law, along with Constitutional Law, Federal Courts and Jurisdiction, and other subjects, 

and he has served as faculty advisor to the Thomas Jefferson chapter of the Native American Law 

Students Association, among other student organizations. His scholarly interests generally focus on 

constitutional law and history, American Indian law, and sexual identity law. He is the author of NATIVE 

AMERICAN SOVEREIGNTY ON TRIAL: A HANDBOOK WITH CASES, LAWS, AND DOCUMENTS (2003), and 

numerous articles in leading law reviews. He continues to work on a series of articles that will form his 

second book, offering a sweeping reinterpretation of the Fourteenth Amendment and its application of the 

Bill of Rights to the states. One article in that series, Nationalizing the Bill of Rights: Revisiting the 

Original Understanding of the Fourteenth Amendment in 1866–67, 68 OHIO STATE LAW JOURNAL 1509 

(2007), was cited several times by the United States Supreme Court, in the Opinion of the Court and in a 

Concurring Opinion, in McDonald v. Chicago, 130 S. Ct. 3020 (2010). He received his J.D. from 

Stanford Law School. 
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Claire Wright is Associate Professor of Law at Thomas Jefferson School of Law and was the Lead 

Faculty Organizer of WLC 2009, which focused on “Confronting Domestic Violence Head On: The Role 

of Power in Domestic Relationships.” Prior to joining Thomas Jefferson, she was a Partner in the 

international law firm of Baker & McKenzie, where she practiced real estate and international trade law. 

She was also a Partner in the consulting firm of Ernst & Young, LLP, where she directed the its World 

Trade Organization (WTO) Center, advising numerous countries and companies on WTO issues. She has 

special expertise in matters involving Mexico and China, and in 2007 and 2008 taught a course focusing 

on trade disputes between the U.S. and China at Thomas Jefferson’s summer study program at Zhejiang 

University in Hangzhou, China. She has also taught WTO Law at Stanford Law School and at the 

Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific Studies at the University of California, San Diego. 

She is a member of the American Law Institute, working on a committee that publishes a review of the 

cases decided each year by the WTO. She was a law clerk for the U.S. Court of Appeals, D.C. Circuit, 

where she worked primarily for then-Circuit Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg. She has worked on a variety of 

human rights matters for Amnesty International, and has spoken and published widely on issues involving 

international trade, the WTO, U.S.-China relations, U.S.- Mexico relations, international trade in cultural 

products and media services, urban policies, and human rights. She teaches courses on International Trade 

and Developing Countries, Legal Writing, Property, and the WTO. She received her J.D. from Harvard 

Law School and has also studied at the London School of Economics and Political Science. 

 


